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“VEST FEST WEST” Launches in Denver March 20

Vest Fest Events, a Chicago-based non-profit that uses its love of vests to raise money and awareness for local community organizations is bringing its first Vest Fest West event to Denver on March 20th from 3-8pm at Jackson’s Bar & Grill (1520 20th St. Denver).  Tickets are $25 at the door (21+), and attire is “vest to impress casual.” The fun and quirky “après-ski” inspired party will benefit BikeDenver, Denver’s bike advocacy organization.  The event will feature  “Vest in Show” costume awards, open food and bar, AWESOME Sprints (bicycle roller racing), NCAA March Madness Tournament viewing and prize drawing and silent auction items such as bicycles, bike memorabilia, and local business and entertainment items.  
Proceeds from the event will support BikeDenver’s spring advocacy efforts and “Ride On” public awareness and education campaign.  

“Vest Fest West is a celebration of Denver’s active and outdoor lifestyles that will benefit a great community organization in BikeDenver,” said Justin Pawlak, Vest Fest Events.  “We support BikeDenver’s initiatives to rally the community and make Denver a better place to bike.” 
Pawlak, a Denver resident, started Vest Fest Events with co-founder Donovan Eckhardt in a Chicago backyard in 2007.  The initial event gathered friends to collect coats and vests for the homeless.  This past November, Vest Fest Chicago drew more than 350 attendees to benefit a local homeless shelter.  Life-vests, hunting vests, and designer vests joined traditional winter vests as attendees had fun creatively interpreting the event’s theme.  

Moving forward, Vest Fest Events plans to introduce its friendly, neighborhood-style gatherings in Washington D.C. and San Francisco in 2011.
Vest Fest West attractions and activities will include:

Open bar and appetizers
Giveaways to the first 100 attendees at 3pm

“Vest in Show” Awards

AWESOME Sprints (bicycle roller racing)

Bicycle “Wheel of Fortune” and prize drawings

Silent Auction featuring bicycle memorabilia and local business and entertainment items

NCAA March Madness Tournament Viewing

Denver Bcycle Display

Outdoor heaters and indoor bar access
Thank you to our Vest Fest West partners:

New Belgium Brewing

Wheat Ridge Cyclery

Salvagetti Bicycle Workshop

Jamis Bicycles

Trek Travel

Patagonia

Osprey
Ride the Rockies

Little Man Ice Cream

Pablos on 6th
The Tattered Cover

Dazbog Coffee

The Denver Spoke 

Massage Heaven

Cake Crumbs Bakery

Bellweather

Moots

Swimlab

PowerCore Yoga

Smith Optics
Wynkoop Brewing Company
Wahoo’s Fish Tacos

The Oxford Hotel
Trio’s Enoteca

Birdiethis.com

Vest Fest Events is an Illinois registered General Not For Profit (102.10) formed by outdoor vest-enthusiasts Justin Pawlak and Donovan Eckhardt.  The organization hosts events that raise money and awareness for selected local non-profits/charities. For more information, visit www.vestfest.org
BikeDenver is Denver’s bike advocacy organization.  BikeDenver is a 501(c) 3 non-profit dedicated to promoting and encouraging bicycling in and around Denver and making Denver a better place to ride a bike. www.bikedenver.org 

